Green Star Schools - Water Conservation School Assessment


The school-wide Water Conservation Assessment will help you learn about your school's existing water usage and efforts to maintain high water quality.  This assessment will identify ways your school can take action to conserve water as well as protect the quality of the local watershed.  

There is a Walk-Through Worksheet and a school map that should be completed first to help fill in the Water Conservation  Assessment.
Assessment Instructions

Step 1:  Form a school-wide Green Team that includes teachers, custodial staff, garden staff (if applicable), food service staff, parents/guardians, and students.  
Step 2:  Identify members of the Green Team who will be walking through the school to gather information on the Walk-Through Worksheet and the school map.

Step 3:  Get a copy of the school map or create a map of the school.

Step 4: Walk through the school and fill out the Walk-Through Worksheet.  On the school map, identify all sources of water (water fountains, water faucets, dishwashers, spigots, toilets) both inside the school building and outside on the school yard as well as the locations of storm drains on the perimeter of the school.
Step 5: Complete the school-wide Water Conservation Assessment using information gathered  from the Walk-Through Worksheet  and the school map  to help you complete it.

Date:  ____________________________________

School Name:  _____________________________



Address: _________________________________
City:  __________________________

District: ____________________________________

Assessment conducted by:  



Name






Title

1. _______________________________

 __________________________________ 

2. _______________________________

___________________________________

3. _______________________________

 ___________________________________

4. _______________________________ 

 ___________________________________

5. _______________________________

___________________________________

A. Water Source & Cost

1.  What is the name of the water district that provides water for your local area?

_____________________________________________________________________

2. What is the name of your local watershed? 

_____________________________________________________________________

3. During the school year, how much was the average monthly water bill for your school? 

_____________________________________________________________________

4. During the school year, how much water did your school use on average?

_____________________________________________________________________

B. Indoors

1. How many water faucets are indoors? ____________________________________________

2. How many of the water faucets indoors are leaking? _________________________________

3. What type of water faucets are used on campus? (Check all that apply)

· Automatic (manually turns on but automatically turns off)

· Sensor (Turns on and off automatically by sensing the movement of the user)
· Manual (Turns on and off by hand)
4. How many drinking fountains are indoors? ____________________________________________

5. How many of the drinking fountains indoors are leaking? ________________________________

6. What type of drinking fountains are used on campus? (Check all that apply)

· Automatic (manually turns on but automatically turns off)

· Sensor (Turns on and off automatically by sensing the movement of the user)
· Manual (Turns on and off by hand)
7. How many toilets are on campus? _______________________________________________

8. How many of the toilets are leaking? _____________________________________________

9. How many urinals are on campus? _______________________________________________

10. How many of the urinals are leaking? _____________________________________________

11. What type of toilets are used on campus? (Check all that apply)

· Automatic (manually turns on but automatically turns off)

· Sensor (Turns on and off automatically by sensing the movement of the user)
· Manual (Turns on and off by hand)
12. On average, how much water do the school's toilet use per flush? (Check with head custodian or facility manager.)
· > 3 gallons

· 2-3 gallons

· 1-2 gallons

· < 1 gallon

11. Does your school have a kitchen for the cafeteria?  Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  (If "No", skip to "C. Outdoors")
a. Do the cafeteria staff use a food steamer? 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 N/A


If yes, is it an efficient "connectionless" one? 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 N/A
b. Do the cafeteria staff use a dishwasher? 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 N/A


If yes, is it a "water efficient" dishwasher? 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 N/A
c. Do the cafeteria staff use a pre-rinse spray nozzle? 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No 
  FORMCHECKBOX 
 N/A


If yes, is it an efficient spray nozzle?


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No 
  FORMCHECKBOX 
 N/A
C. Outdoors

1. How many water faucets are located outside of the school building?

2. How many of the water faucets outdoors are leaking?

3. How many water fountains are located outside of the school building?

4. How many water fountains outdoors are leaking?

5. How many water spigots are located outside on the school yard (this includes the school garden, playing fields, and all landscaped areas)?

6. How many water spigots outdoors are leaking?

(To answer questions 7 – 10, check with the head custodian or facility manager.)
7. If there is a school garden, on average, how often are the school gardens watered?

· Daily

· Twice a week

· Three times a week

· As needed

· Not watered

· Other  ______________________________

· Not Applicable

8. If there are grassy fields/ playing fields on campus, on average, how often are they watered?

· Daily

· Twice a week

· Three times a week

· As needed

· Not watered

· Other  ______________________________

· Not Applicable

9. What time of day does watering (garden and fields) occur:

· Morning (6 a.m.-10 a.m.)

· Early to Mid afternoon (10 a.m. to 2 p.m.)

· Late Afternoon (2 p.m. to 5 p.m.)

· Evenings (5 p.m. - 9 p.m.)

· Not applicable

10. What type of water-saving devices are used on the outdoor watering systems (check all that apply):

· Drip systems

· Soaker hoses

· Moisture sensors or timers on sprinkler systems

· Pressure reducing valves (set no higher than 50 psi)

· Rain shut-off devices (irrigation gets turned off during rain)

D. Roles and Responsibilities

1. Identify the teachers' role with conserving water and maintaining water quality on campus.

2. Identify the administrator's role with conserving water and maintaining water quality on campus.

3. Identify the students' role with conserving water and maintaining water quality on campus.

4. Identify the parents, volunteers, and other community members' role with conserving water and maintaining water quality on campus.

E. Action Plan 

What recommendations do you have to improve the school's water quality and to help conserve water? 

Examples of general recommendations:

· Report all leaks to the head custodian or facility manager to fix them.

· Create or request signage that can be placed near each faucet on campus to encourage water conservation

· Verify with the teachers and staff via email that all the classrooms' water sources are leak free.

· Develop an outreach campaign on campus that encourages students, teachers and staff to conserve water.

· Develop a list of ways the school could conserve water such as using water efficient faucets and appliances and watering school grounds in the early morning and evening.

· Monitor the water usage on campus and report on a quarterly basis to the Green Team and continue to develop ways to conserve water on campus.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
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