GREEN SCHOOLS INITIATIVE: CURRICULA DIRECTORY
Pillar 1: Strive to Be Toxics-Free


More than 55 million children go to school every morning in the United States, spending an average of 7 hours a day in the school building.  We entrust these schools with our children’s education and expect them to be healthy, safe places to learn.  However, there is a large body of evidence showing that in fact many dangerous chemicals and toxins are present in our schools.  The tables below provide links to various activities and curricula to help engage students, parents, teachers, and the general public about the reality of chemical usage in schools and ways to prevent it. 

	Name
	Location
	Description
	Standards Met
	Grade Level
	Hard Copy Available?

	California Fuel Cell Partnership
	http://www.cafcp.org/outreach/teachers 
	Information on Hydrogen Fuel for students and teachers
	N/A
	K-12
	N

	The El Paso Collaborative
	http://healthliteracy.worlded.org/docs/elpaso/hazards.htm

	Teaches students about hazardous chemicals used in households
	N/A
	N/A
	N

	The Green Flag Program
	http://www.greenflagschools.org/Resources.htm

	Curriculum/activities with non-toxic themes.  Also provides a lot of links to other helpful curricula for a variety of grades
	Unclear
	Various
	N

	EPA Pollution Prevention in Schools
	http://www.epa.gov/reg5rcra/wptdiv/p2pages/school.pdf

	Provides a lot of background information about causes of pollution in schools in addition to lesson plans to educate students about their habits.
	Yes, but only in Chicago
	6-8
	N

	Project SWELL
	http://www.sandiego.gov/thinkblue/swell/index.shtml

	A San-Diego based program about cleaning up water waste.  Seems to have a hands-on emphasis where students learn by doing.
	Yes, CA state science
	K-12
	Yes

	Lead Poisoning Prevention Curriculum Project
	http://www.unleadedks.com/lead_curriculum.html

	Curriculum designed to educate students about lead poisoning and how to prevent it.  Different lessons for different grade levels are handy.
	Yes-in Kansas
	K-12
	N

	Southwest Environmental Health Science Center
	http://coep.pharmacy.arizona.edu/curriculum/index.html

	Ideas for activities, lessons, and curriculum plans are provided, in addition to power points and videos about toxic chemicals in the environment.
	Some
	K-12
	Some


Pillar 2: Using Resources Sustainably

Our planet has a finite amount of natural resources and it is our job to reduce the consumption of this valuable natural capital to a sustainable level.  Schools use an enormous amount of energy, paper, food, and other products of the earth.  By changing their practices, schools can reduce their environmental footprint while simultaneously teaching students how to be responsible and informed citizens.  The following are links to activities and lesson plans that encourage sustainable resource uses through student-led environmental audits and use of calculators to estimate environmental savings of the actions schools take.
CONDUCTING AN AUDIT

	Name
	Location
	Description
	Standards Met
	Grade Level
	Hard Copy Available?

	Recycle Works
	http://www.recycleworks.org/schools/s_audits.html 
	Information about how to perform a school waste-audit and what to do with the information generated.
	N/A
	K-12
	N

	Climate CHECK
	www.epa.gov/climatechange/wycd/school.html
	Has activities to help students understand their school’s impact on the environment and climate change.  Also suggestions about how to lessen impact.
	N/A
	9-12
	N

	Green Schools Initiative
	http://greenschools.net/article.php?list=type&type=26 
	Lots of links to activities and ways to perform an audit, including data sheets and examples of what other schools have discovered through audits.
	N/A
	K-12
	N

	Sample Campus Environmental Audits
	http://www.ciwmb.ca.gov/Publications/Schools/56005007.pdf

	Instructions on how to perform a waste audit at your school, designed by the Integrated Waste Management Board in California.
	N/A
	K-12
	Yes

	Facing the Future: Understanding Sustainability
	http://www.facingthefuture.org/Curriculum/BuyFacingtheFutureCurriculum/tabid/59/Default.aspx#Curriculum%20Unit
	A 1-2 week unit on sustainability for middle school students.  Involves and sustainability audit and options to perform a waste, transportation, energy, and water audits.
	Yes
	6-8
	CD format available to order online-$24.95


USING CARBON CALCULATORS


	Name
	Location
	Description
	Standards Met
	Grade Level
	Hard Copy Available?

	School Neutral Carbon Calculator
	http://www.earthteam.net/GWCampaign/calculate.html

	This activity helps students understand how much carbon their school is emitting into the atmosphere and how much energy it uses.  
	N/A
	K-12
	N

	EPA Individual Carbon Footprint Calculator
	http://www.epa.gov/climatechange/wycd/calculator/ind_calculator.html

	Similar to the school wide carbon calculator, but for individuals as opposed to schools.  Good way to get thinking about changes each person can make
	N/A
	K-12
	N

	Engaging Students Through Global Issues (Facing the Future)
	http://www.facingthefuture.org/Curriculum/BuyFacingtheFutureCurriculum/tabid/59/Default.aspx#Teacher%20Lesson%20Plan%20Book

	This book from Facing the Future has some lesson plans under the Ecological Footprint chapter that has very complete instructions for the teacher.  Lesson overviews make it easier to view and evaluate the utility of each lesson.
	Yes-tied to state standards
	Various
	Yes-order online at FacingtheFuture.org-$29.95


OTHER

	Name
	Location
	Description
	Standards Based
	Grade Level
	Hard Copy Available?

	Facing the Future
	http://www.facingthefuture.org/Curriculum/CurriculumHome/tabid/113/Default.aspx

	Very complete website with a searchable database.  Has curricula in a variety of subject areas
	Yes-tied to state standards
	K-12
	Yes-you can order copies online

	Doing the 4R’s
	http://www.alamedacountyindustries.com/alameda/education_resources/ec_portfolio.html 
	Alameda County Curriculum that focuses on the 4R’s in school and has a variety of activities.  Seems usable/adaptable for all grade levels
	Yes-tied to CA state standards
	K-12
	Only hard copy-contact Alameda Dept. of Education

	The Story of Stuff
	http://www.storyofstuff.com/
	Video about where our waste goes-great introduction for waste reduction discussion
	N/A
	K-12


	N

	Cool the Earth
	http://www.cooltheearth.org/  

	Provides lots of activities to reduce carbon emissions in schools.  Cancel a car program is a fun way to quantify carbon-saving results.
	N/A
	K-12
	N

	Alliance to Save Energy
	http://ase.org/section/_audience/educators/lessons    
	Curriculum about energy use written by teachers, for teachers.  Separate lesson plans for elementary, middle, and high school.
	CA science
	K-12
	N

	National Renewable Energy Laboratory
	http://www.nrel.gov/education/
	Provides links for students and teachers with information about renewable energy!  Lots of opportunity for service learning and energy contests.
	N/A
	K-12
	N

	National Environmental Education Week
	http://eeweek.org/resources/curricula_library.htm
	Links to curricula covering a variety of environmental issues, from climate change to air quality.  Very thorough and informative website.
	National Science Standards
	K-12
	N

	Kilowatt Ours
	http://www.kilowattours.org/

	Has curriculum available about energy conservation and sustainability.  To receive curriculum, you must sign up online.
	N/A
	K-12
	Maybe?

	Go Green Initiative
	http://www.gogreeninitiative.org/PDF/PlanningGuide.pdf 
	Lots of ideas/activities relating to how to green your school and examples of successful changes.  Appropriate for both parents and teachers.
	N/A
	K-12
	No

	Earth Day Network
	www.earthday.net/programs/teachers/100plans.aspx
	Informative site which is expanding its curriculum section.  Educator’s network provides lots of links to lesson plans.
	Nat’l Science Standards
	K-12
	Yes-can get a free copy at Project Learning Tree Workshops


Pillar 3: Green Schoolyards/Healthy Kids

With obesity rates climbing and chemical prevalence increasing, it is more important than ever to learn about what our children are exposed to at school.  Unhealthy lunches and playgrounds sprayed with toxic chemicals are frightening but very real concerns.  Empowering students to green their school through the creation of a school garden, evaluating their school’s impact on the environment, and a variety of other ideas is one of the most important steps in the green schools movement.  These children really are the future and teaching them smart choices is our responsibility.  Below are links to various websites with information and ideas about green schoolyards, school gardens, healthy food, and farm-to-school programs.  

	Name
	Location
	Description
	Standards Met
	Grade Level
	Hard Copy Available?

	Green Schools Initiative
	http://greenschools.net/article.php?list=type&type=26 
	Links to a number of high quality websites with curriculum information
	Yes
	K-12
	N

	The Collaborative for High Performance Schools
	http://www.chps.net 


	A wealth of ideas about how to green your school, examples of successful changes, and specific information on financial incentives
	N/A
	Designed more for adults, but applies for K-12
	Some

	Green Teacher Magazine
	www.greenteacher.com
	Very helpful magazine with ideas about steps you can take to green your school.  Information on useful books is also available
	N/A
	K-12
	Yes-subscribe to mag or order books

	National Farm to School Program
	www.farmtoschool.org
	Provides some state-specific curricula and lots of evaluation tools for student health/cafeteria food sources
	Unclear
	K-12
	N

	Chez Panisse The Edible Schoolyard
	http://www.edibleschoolyard.org/lessons-recipes 
	Has lots of specific examples of school garden success and under the resource tab provides links to healthy food curricula.  They are also developing teacher-training workshops.
	Yes
	K-12
	No

	Natural Resources Defense Council:The Green Squad
	http://www.nrdc.org/greensquad/intro/intro_1.asp

	Activity site for students and teachers to learn about the impacts your school has on the environment.  Interactive and fun for all!
	N/A
	K-12 (probably better for older students)
	No

	California School Garden Network
	http://www.csgn.org/index.php
	Database of 100 garden-based lessons divided by grade level and category.  Many other resources available such as an events calendar and publications page.
	Some
	K-12
	Some


