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Green Star Classroom Award

Instructions
The Green Schools Initiative’s Green Star Classroom Award is a fantastic way to follow-up and make sure that classrooms are doing a great job with waste reduction! Here are some simple instructions for running a successful Program.

You’ll Need:

· Students to work with 

· Copies of Green Star Classroom Award Checklist for each classroom

· The Green Star Classroom Award Certificate
Instructions: 

1. Give an introduction to the whole classroom about the Green Classroom Award:

· Tell them that you will be checking up on classrooms to make sure they are doing a great job with their waste reduction activities.

· Show the Green Star Classroom Award and tell them classrooms can receive this award if they are doing waste reduction activities.

· Demonstrate how to use the checklist in the classroom, including walking quietly into the classroom, looking into the waste bins, finding the scratch paper pile and signs.
2. Take 3-5 students at a time to each classroom to complete the checklist. Green Team volunteers can work with the groups of students to complete these tasks. 
3. Give each qualifying classroom the Green Classroom Award Certificate. Giving classrooms the award in front of other students (like at an assembly) is a fun way to reward students and promote the Green Star Schools Program and waste reduction activities.
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Green Star Classroom Award

Congratulations on your efforts to make your 
classroom and the world a healthier place!
Please check all that apply up through your desired award level (levels are cumulative). Submit your completed form and the proof of your efforts by 5/3/14 to your school’s Green Team and receive a Green Star Classroom “Star Award.” Present award at your year-end assembly.
One Green Star

· Our classroom has four waste bins in our classroom: compost, paper, landfill and bottles/cans recycling (or we take our bottles and cans to a nearby bin for recycling).
· Our classroom has clear signs that help us sort correctly into the four waste bins.
· Our teacher has reminded us how to sort our waste in the classroom (and ideally in the lunchroom).

· Our class has student jobs to take out the compost and recycling.

· Our waste bins have been checked and have little or no contamination in them (i.e. very few mistakes of compost or recyclables in trash).

· Our classroom has a designated place for Scratch Paper.

· We have been reminded to bring Zero Waste Lunches.

· We submitted proof that we are participating in the Green Star Classroom Award to our School Green Team by emailing a photo showing how we sort our trash, along with a quote from a student about their experience learning about the 4 Rs and why it’s important.

Two Green Stars

· Our classroom has at least three books with environmental themes (or has identified books we want to buy or has read environmental books from the library). 

· For classroom parties we use compostable or reusable plates and silverware. (Or we have a “Zero Waste Party Bag” with reusable’s that parents wash and return).

· We have signs to remind us to turn off the lights, computers, and printers, and we have students jobs to turn off lights and equipment.

· Our teacher has taught a lesson about the 4 R’s
· We submitted proof that we are participating in the Green Star Classroom Award to the Green Schools Initiative by emailing a note from your teacher describing a lesson she/he has taught about the 4 R’s. 

· We (one student or more) wrote a short essay reflecting on our experience learning about the 4 R’s. 
· We submitted proof that we are participating in the Green Star Classroom Award to our school Green Team by emailing a short essay from one (or more) students talking about their experience learning about the 4 Rs and protecting the environment.
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PLEASE REMEMBER TO THINK BEFORE YOU THROW 


IN THE CLASSROOM AND LUNCH ROOM! 


Reuse scratch paper.  Hard plastics, bottles, cans and paper can be recycled. 


Milk cartons, napkins, paper towels and food can be composted. 











This certificate is awarded to





In appreciation for your classroom’s efforts to reduce waste
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The [SCHOOL NAME] Green Team proudly presents the 








